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What Students Should Be Doing Now
● Post-Secondary Planning Seminars
● Continuing to do well in school 
● Drafting their common app. essay
● Finalizing (a balanced) college list and knowing their 

application deadlines
○ Deciding when to apply to colleges: 

■ Regular Decision
■ Early Action - non binding
■ Early Decision -  binding
■ Rolling



Visiting College Campuses 

● College Visit to Campus
● If missing school, students must fill 

out the College Visit Form at least 5 
days before visits, for prior approval

● Register with admissions
● Ask questions, If possible, go when 

college is in session….



Engaging with Colleges Virtually
● Since COVID, colleges have reinvented opportunities for 

connections
○ Online tours - College website, YouTube, College 

Tours
○ Zoom interview options
○ Email

■ opening the dialogue w/ admissions rep (ex: 
questions about the campus life, curriculum, etc)

○ Research college websites, including blogs by current 
students

○ Social media - the “campus vibe”



Admissions Rep. Visits at 
Bromfield

● Upwards to 50 college admission rep visit TBS each year
● The admissions rep is often the reader for our area and 

most likely will be reviewing our student’s application(s) 
if they apply!

● List available for viewing + signing up via Naviance
● Must obtain prior teacher permission

● College rep contact information provided for students 
if they cannot attend a meeting

● College reps understand scheduling constraints



FYI: Students’ September 18th Due Date
● Naviance

● Add teachers writing recommendations on Naviance
● Information for Counselor Recommendation Survey
● Resume for counselor’s letter of rec 
● FERPA signed /Common App Account Matching /

● Additional outside Transcripts(if applicable)
● Register w/ NCAA Eligibility Center(D1 or DII) (if 

applicable)



Letters of Recommendations
● Three letters of recommendation

● Two letters will be from teachers
● One will be your child’s counselor letter

● Info for Counselor Rec & Resume
● 23-24 Parent/Guardian Brag Sheet  (found on counseling website)

● Note: There is no need to invite recommenders on the Common 
Application (that’s for schools that do not have Naviance)

● *Outside recommendations
● *if necessary
● Email to counselor



FERPA

● Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
● Allows transmission of your educational records from your 

high school to colleges

● Waiving your right to see letters of recommendation
● “Waiving your right let’s colleges know that you do not 

intend to read your recommendations, which helps reassure 
colleges that the letters are candid and truthful.”(Common 
App)



College Applications

● Naviance - Running College List
● Common Application
● Coalition Application
● College specific applications



Application Submission Steps 
1. Submit application - Common App / Non-Common App
2. Indicate you’ve applied in Naviance 

The only way we know students have submitted an application and that they 
are ready for their school documents to be sent is by checking the box “I have 
submitted my application” under “Have you applied?”. Students must do this 
for every college they submit an application to. 
This lets Mrs. Schmidt know that you have applied and she can then submit 
your documents to the college through Naviance.

3. November 1st, November 15th, and January 1st submission



Responsibilities
Student School (Mrs. Schmidt)
● Official Test Scores (if required 

or if choosing to submit)

● SAT (www.collegeboard.org)

● ACT (www.act.org )

● Application
● Personal Statement Essay
● *Supplement essays (if applicable)

● Resume (if applicable)

● Transcript
● AP Scores if requested

● School Profile 
● GPA Distribution Chart

● Letters of Recommendation

**The only way we know a student has submitted an 
application is by indicating, “I have submitted my 
application” for each college in the “Colleges I’m 

Applying To” screen**



Standardized  Testing 
updates



Standardized Testing
● Test Optional (SAT/ACT)
● Majority of colleges have gone test-optional 

● What does test optional really mean?
● Test optional truly is optional
● No pressure to submit 
● BU admissions rep said, “Standardized tests are 

simply a credential, students can choose to 
submit it or not. They are just one credential 
among many.”

● If considering submitted scores, visit colleges websites to 
find average SAT/ACT scores



TEST-OPTIONAL SCENARIOS

"My test scores are above average, but I didn't do as well on the SAT/ACT 
as I personally would have liked." This student should submit their test 
scores.

"Standardized testing has always been a weakness of mine. My grades and 
curriculum are rigorous and competitive, but my SAT/ACT scores are 
below the school's mid-range." This student should not submit their test 
scores.

"My best scores are way below Hofstra's published average and mid-range 
scores." (SAT scores is 1120 to 1320, with an average ACT equivalent of 25 to 
32.) This student should not submit their test scores.”

"[My scores are above average], but I don't want to pay or can't afford to 
send my test scores." Scores can be sent using many free options. This 
student should submit their test scores.



Standardized Testing

● Sending Official Scores
● If you need to or choose to submit tests, it is student’s 

responsibility to send scores directly from the College 
Board or ACT websites

● it can take 2-3 weeks to arrive at the college
● If you choose to send scores, you will be sending your 

SAT/ACTs before your application
● ***Note*** Some colleges do not require official test 

scores to be sent. Please read each college’s website 
carefully to find this information.

● Please be sure to pay attention to the last test date colleges 
will accept scores for early or regular deadlines



SCHOOL PROFILE



Financial Aid  
& 

Misc FYI’s



Financial Aid
● Beginning October 5th 

● MEFA: Financial Aid 101
● www.mefa.org/events/financial-aid-101

● Updates to FAFSA
● studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

● Complete CSS Profile (after 10/1/2023)
● https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/





Scholarships
● Merit-based scholarships 
● MCAS scholarships - more info to come…

● The John and Abigail Adams Scholarships
● Stanley Z. Koplik Certificate of Mastery Award

● Scholarship website examples:
● TBS Counseling website
● fastweb.com
● Going Merry
● Scholarships.com
● Naviance / school bulletin

● In House Scholarships



Social Media

● Be aware of what is on the internet
● Clean up accounts

● Photos
● Posts

● Change settings to private
● Cautious of friend requests



NCAA
● NCAA Eligibility Center– eligibilitycenter.org

● Div I or II Sports

● Add “NCAA” to Naviance list
● Add The Bromfield School to the NCAA account
● Email Mrs. Schmidt to let her know you need your 

transcript uploaded to the Eligibility Center
● *Standardized test scores not required by NCAA



How can parents/guardians 
help?

● Organization
● Checklists
● Deadlines

● Financial Aid/Scholarships
● Encourage virtual exploration
● Open communication with child and counselor
● Parent/Guardian Brag Sheet (preferred deadline 9/28)



Senior Year Timeline
● NOW              Create a Common Application Account

Community Service Project Proposal are due

● September 18 *List teachers writing recommendations on Naviance,
* Complete Information for Counselor Recommendation Survey
* FERPA must be completed on Naviance

                      * Resume must be updated in Naviance or emailed to counselor

● September 28 Parent / Guardian Brag Sheet

● Oct 5 - Dec MEFA - Financial Aid 101 Webinars

● March TBD In-house Senior Scholarship Application due

● March TBD  Senior Project Presentations & Evening Community Showcase

● May 1         National Candidate’s Reply Date-deposits due to attending college

● May 6-10      Take AP Exams (if appropriate)

● June 7 Graduation



Questions?????

● Drew Skrocki - dskrocki@psharvard.org , x1543
● Dawn Hall - dhall@psharvard.org , x1547
● Sara Lamere - slamere@psharvard.org,  x1541
● Sharon Schmidt - sschmidt@psharvard.org,  x1540
● Bromfield School Counseling Department Website


